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A Merry & Brighter
DecemberNighter
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5:00 - 9:00 PM
,:-5 Downtown
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Valid 0CT. 04- DEC. 20
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UP TO °80
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126 SEAVIEW DRIVE - - NORTH SYDNEY
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UP TO $100

IN REBATES
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NUNIROYAL N

UP TO *30
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Valid 0CT. 04- DEC. 20

BFGoodrich

UP TO °70
IN REBATES
Valid 0CT. 04- DEC. 20
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UP TO 100
IN REBATES
Valid SEPT. 28 - DEC. 08

UP TO *80
IN REBATES
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GENERALTIRE
UP TO °*50
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Valid SEPT. 28 - DEC. 08

QRIERCULESTIRES
UP TO 50
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Valid OCT. 01-DEC.15

LRIDGESTONE

UP TO 120
IN REBATES
Valid SEPT.16 - DEC. 08

CODPERTIRES

UP TO 100
IN REBATES
Valid 0CT. 01-NOV.30

Fiwrestone
UP TO %110

IN REBATES
Valid SEPT.16 - DEC. 08

GOODFYEAR
UP TO 100

IN REBATES
Valid SEPT. 09 - DEC. 31

KUMHO TIRE
UP TO 60

IN REBATES
Valid OCT. 01-DEC. 31

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00-5:00PM PHONE 794-4947
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BRANCH 19 LEGION

DON'T FORGET YOUR NEW
YEARS TICKETS

Legion Branch19 Hall is avail-
able to rent for all occasions ,
come check it out if you are
looking for a great spot to host
an event.
Every Friday, Happy Hour prices
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
We have 2 Pool tables that are
open to public daily ,with the
exception of Tuesday (Member
Night Tournament ).

DIW‘A’J l
® DJ Mike Whitty
| Br.19 Legion - North Sydney
9:00-1:00-$15.00

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 83 Florence

TARABISH

Tuesday 7:00 pm
DOWNSTAIRS

POOL

Wednesday, 7:00 pm
DOWNSTAIRS

WASHER T0SS

Friday, 7:00 pm DOWNSTAIRS

THE GIRGLE

SAT.,7 PM- UPSTAIRS

49s CARD GAME

EVERY MONDAY - 7:30 pm
BOXING DAY

FINAL CUT - $10.00
NEW YEARS EVE
BANDIT - $15.00

736-6313

Big screen TV, come in and
watch some sporting events.
December Executive Meeting
will be  December 11 , 2024
@ 7PM

Executive Meeting - January
212025 @ 7:00 pm

General Meeting January 22
2025 @ 7:00PM

FREE 2025 CALENDARS
WEEKLY PLANNERS AND
CHRISTMAS MUSIC

Logon to our website to get
free items to print for the new
year.

We have a 12 month 2025
calendar and a 2025 calendar
with all 12 months on one page.

In additon we have Christmas
Music Podcasts and Free
Weekly Planners to get 2025
off to a great start.Logon to -
www.kleeradio.com and click
on the DOWNLOADS PAGE.

For the Best In Classic

Country Music, join Kenny
Walsh every Sunday Night at

6:00 pm - Phantom Country
www.kleeradio.com

NEW YEARS DANGE

BRANCH 008 LEGION
SYDNEY MINES
6:30 - 8:00 Roast Beef
Supper No Takeouts
Dancing 9:00 - 1:00 -
Music Tommy Capstick

w
ﬁ

Tickets available at
Downstairs Bar

FREE CHRISTMAS
MUSIC - classic Christmas
music for your holiday enjoy-
ment. Just logon to our website
www.kleeradio.com and click
on the DOWN- *
LOADS page and qi)

get your free copy (J ey

of the music and .f” ;
other free audio _,j 7 - I .
files to save to J‘; ¥k i e 3
your computer.

K-LEE RADIO begins its Christ-
mas music broadcasting start-
ing December 1stand runs un-
til the new year.

MEN OF THE DEEPS
“CHRISTMAS IN

THE MINE’

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
JENN SHEPPARD

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13
7:00 - PM - Florence
Community Centre
Tickets $30.00
Phone 902-578-7224

FREE PUBLICITY

Community Groups & Clubs
thisweek@kleeradio.com

Boxing Day Bash with the
Downhouse Band at the
Underground, 2 Elliot Street,
Sydney Mines - 9:00 PM

Souls Harbour Rescue Mission

NowOpenInSydney Mines
848 Main St, Sydney Mines

JAIME
BATTISTE

Member of Parliament

SYDNEY - VICTORIA
jaimebattiste.ca
jaime.battiste@parl.gc.ca

207A-201 Churchill Drive
Membertou, NS B1S 0OH1

(902) 567-6275

NEW DECOMPRESSION TABLE RELIEVES PAIN

Darren Strong from Strong Chiropractic, announces

anew, sophisticated computerized decompression

table that allows the spine to be gently stretched and
relaxed for spinal decompression therapy.

The pattern of alternating pulling and
relaxing creates vacuum-like pressure
which allows disc material that was
herniated or protruded to be pulled
back in the disc over time.

Patients will notice a reduction of their
pain during these treatment sessions. Stop
in foday and ask about the new
table and how you can benefit.

793 Mahon St., New Waterford - 862-9444 224 Commercial St. North Sydney - 241-9444
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A & PETTING Z0OO Late Nite
a ' N 4 P . Oldies Show
— @ DOWNTOWN NORTH SYDNEY @ @ ' . Wl::l:':::ck

YA Merry & Brighter

Dewcndet 7his

On the heels of Merry & Bright November Night, we bring
you A Merry & Brighter December Nighter!

The downtown merchants are in the planning stages of
second shopping event to happen December 12, 5:00 -
9:00 p.m.

A detailed list of participating businesses will be posted
in the next few days along with some of the amazing
promos, gifts, treats and more that they have planned for
you!

Our last night was so popular we figured we would do it
again. Stay tuned! It's a night when everyone comes down-
town to listen to music in the streets, have a hot drink,
browse the shops and get into the holiday spirit as you
run in to friends and neighbors.

Tickets on luxurious Christmas basket:One night at the lona
Heights Inn, $50.00 Credit to Frolic and Folk Pub and Grill,
handmade throw blanket, bottle of bubbly, Chocolates from local
supplier, jewelry from local crafters and more to be drawn at the
Breakfast with Santa Dec.22

Contact Leah 902-871-2172, Peggy 902-304-6787 or Fiona
902-537-0827 or e-transfer to hillsofboisdale @gmail.com

Auctioning off a 9 ft Calistoga ornamental tree that was gifted
and first bid is $150.00

Please message your bid through Facebook to -
hillsofboisdalecommunity association, or any of above numbers.

To highest bidder, you will be notified December 7 after the
festive fair.

- Kenny Wals
December 15th"2

Petting Zoo presents Christ-
mas On The Farm on Sat-
urday, December 14 from
2:00-4:00

Photos with Santa and his
reindeer, Bake table, BBQ,
Prize Basket.

225 FRENCHVALE ROAD

CARE CENTRE HOURS

Monday, Tuesday &Thursday
8 am - 7:30 pm
Wednesday & Saturday

9:00 am - 4:30

NAME THAT CAROL

How well do you know your
Christmas Carols? See how
many you can answer correctly.

1 - Tinkling Ringers

2 - Identify This Infant
3-Journey On Runners

4 - Dec. 25 in Irish City

5 - St. Nicholas arriving

6 - Tingling Ringer, Boulder

7 - Spanish Christmas Greeting
8 - Chartreuse Dec. 25

9 - Trio Of Royalty

10 - Festoon The Passageways
11 - St. Nick Resembles Dad

Appeq
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DJ Jack Cool on K-LEE
RADIO on Friday evenings at
9:00 pm is on Christmas Holi-
days - Jack wishes all his
listeners a very Merry Christmas
and a Safe and Happy New Year.

2% BIRTHDAY

o ¥
’ i 3 4 wls“Es

Please send out Happy Birth-
day Wishes to Carl Jardine who
will celebrate his 44th birthday
on December 15th - With Love,
Beth and the kids.

Northside This Week
GCOMMUNITY NEWS

PUBLISHED EVERY
WEDNESDAY
IN PRINTAND
DIGITAL FORMAT

-

New Deadline for items to
appear in our paper - MON-
DAY at 5:00 PM - due
to printing schedules.

Our Latest Humour Book,
“Outhouse Tales & Trivia” is
now available and it is just $4.95!
This book contains stories
selected to represent the fun we
had using a Cape Breton out-
house. These stories include
true life adventures and family
remembrances.
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PAUL POWER

“SantalInc.” is a stop-motion
animation series NOT for kids,
or the easily offended. The
story follows Candy Smalls
(voiced by comedian, actor and
writer Sarah Silverman) a
female elf who wants to be-
come the first female Santa
Claus when the jolly old dude
retires. Cue the voice of Seth
Rogen as the most politically
incorrect Santa Claus ever.
There's also Craig Robinson as
‘Junior’, a jacked up lead rein-
deer. Each episode builds up
to the big night with all the
backstabbing, scheming, drug
and alcohol abuse and general
chaos befitting a crass Christ-
mas. The show looks amaz-
ing-with vibrant colours that
really push the holiday magic
over the top. However, the
series created a lot of anger
online. Mira Fox of the Jewish
digital magazine 'The Forward'
said "You might think that this
Christmas series made by two
famous Jews would have some
greater message about
antisemitism or Christianity’s
hegemony in the U.S. but in-
stead Silverman has reduced

SARAH SIVERMAMN  SETH ROGEM

hackneyed stereotypes”.ouch.
There were over 200,000 dis-
likes on YouTube, including
antisemitic & Holocaust denial
jokes. However, HBO Max
defended the trailer and dis-
abled the comments due to
the controversy. Seth Rogen
claimed that the series was
being 'review bombed' by tens
of thousands of white
supremacists. In today's
'Woke' world too many people
have NO sense of humour, and
are offended by just about ev-
erything; | believe that comedy
is the last bastion of free
speech-that's why we need
people like Seth, Sarah and
producer Alexandra Rushfield
to slap us in the face with the
irony of how crass and com-
mercial the holiday season
can be. This is a series aimed
at those who recognize irony
and like dark humour; I do.

THIS WEEK - NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY NEWS - email - thisweek@kleeradio.com - 902-595-411
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Come Check Us Out

Tues. & Wed. 9:00 - 5:00
Thursday 9:00 - 7:00

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE
HANDICAP
ACCESSIBLE

363MAIN STREET
FLORENCE

Friday 9:00 - 5:00
Saturday 900 - 4:00
T-ZONE VIBRATION AVAILABLE

136-11T1

Free Christmas Tags

It's 10 pm and you're wrap-
ping Christmas gifts and run
out of Christmas tags.

It's too late or too cold to
get out and buy more tags
but you need
some way to iden-

' tify the gifts.
We have been
there and this year

A=_ 'we are doing

. something differ-
@l entto help youout.

We have included Free
Tags on our website that
you can actually print on
your home computer.

See the DOWNLOAD link
on our website for your free
set of Christmas tags -

www.kleeradio.com

NORTH SYDNEY
FIRE HALL
PIERCE ST.- NORTH SYDNEY

THURSDAYS

Ernie, Todd & Wade
Kitchen Open 4:30
Music 5:00 - 8:30
KITCHEN OPEN

KIWANIS GOLDEN K
KLONDIKE 50/30

Come play our Klondike
50/50 Draw. Boxes are
located in various locations all
around the Northside.

Draw every Thursday.
For tickets call Paul at
902-577-4239.

New Deadline for items to
appear in our paper -
MONDAY at 5:00 PM

Gospel Hour with Pierre
Chiasson Sunday
mornings at 9:00 am -

Logon to our website at
www.kleeradio.com

BRANGH 008 LEGION - SYDNEY MINES
TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO - 7:30 PM
JACKPOT - $1850 ON5U#S ORLESS

$25.00 ADDED EACH WEEK TO JACKPOT
NEWHOURS - 1:00- 12:00 - Monday - Saturday - Closed Sunday

HALL AVAILABLE FOR
RENT - The North Sydney
Seniors & Pensoners Club is
available for rent for
anniversaries, birthdays,
showers, funerals. Call
Virginia 902-794-2235

" H&R BLOCK

PR

OFESSIONALS

222 Commercial Street - North Sydney - B2A 1B7
902 - 794-7117 - FAX 902-241-3088

sharon.matthews@hrblock.ca
DROP OFF & ONLINE SERVICE AVAILABLE

TAX

Sundays from 3:00 - 10:00 -| *#¥4
Live - Bring your instrument..

Entertainment - Last BINGO of
the year, December 17th, return-
ing Tuesday, January 7th, 2025.

%

]
Karaoke
EveryFriday
Evening 9-1
NOADMISSION

PHONE (902) 736-3206
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A PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE

We have all heard the Christmas Song “A Partridge In A Tear
Tree” and this is a heart warming story of a hopeless romantic
who tried to recreate the song in present form for his fiancé for
their first Christmas.

He got very creative as he could not actually have 11 pipers
piping and maids a milking and so on but he substituted for these
things in a creative way. His friends all laughed and called him an
idiot but the girls all thought it was so romantic and wasn't Patsy
lucky to have such a wonderful and thoughtful man.

Anyway, the whole concept was to have a small table tree deco-
rated with all these gifts enclosed. Dan asked me to help him get
the “partridge in a per tree”. | suggested that we could trap a real
partridge in a cage. It sounded easy and if you ever saw a par-
tridge, they have to be the most stupid of all the birds.

So, fortified with a half flask of Capt. Morgan, my brother and |
set out to get the partridge. We put the trap along the side of the
road to our bungalow where we narrowly missed running over the
partridge every time we came to the bungalow. By dinnertime we
were getting a little bored but we stayed with it. At four o’clock
without any sign of the partridge, we decided we would alter the
plan and set off to capture a pigeon.

This was our second choice by we figured “what the heck, a
bird is a bird” and besides it wasn’t our girl friend we were getting
the bird for anyway. We arrived back at the apartment and Dan
had all the presents set. We suggested that he tie the “partridge”
on the top of the tree with a small piece of transparent fishing line
so he would stay in place.

| have to admit the tree was looking pretty good and he invited
all our family and his girfriend’s family over for the presentation.
Well, the tree was a huge success and Dan’s fiancé, Barb, was
happy beyond belief. Yes, everything was fine until someone de-
cided to take a picture.

The “partridge” had been sitting quietly perched on the top of
the tree. When the first camera flash went off, the pigeon flapped
its wings in a frenzy and the girls started to scream. The tree was
rocking and the bird finally snapped the fishing line and was free.
It flew around inside the house and was banging the walls and
knocking pictures and lamps over until finally we opened the door
and he escaped into the frosty night.

Chaos reinged inside. Barb was crying, Dan was just stunned,
her father was surveying the damage and | was outside rolling on
the lawn in hysterical laughter. So, that’s the reason | never try to
get too romantic because | saw the results first hand. .... “and a

partridge in a pear tree.”

SUNDAYBINGO MONDAY FUNNIGHT-7PM

i i S
Senderars o rraer 49> GARD GAME
WEDNESDAYS - 7:30PM

Avenue, Sydney Mines

2:00 PM - SUNDAY
JACKPOT SATURDAY DANCE

8:00 - 12:00
S$725.00 $5.00 at Door ‘!1
on 52+#s or less MUSIC BY

TOONIE $940.00 + 15T CHOICE

NEW YEARS TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
BACKROADS & PAUL WOODFINE

GINGERBREAD HOUSE
DECORATING PARTY

Not Just Cakes- Sweet Studio
312 COMMERCIAL STREET
NORTH SYDNEY

Tickets - CA$24.76
www.eventbrite.cal/e/
1080344382129
Public - Anyone
on or off S
Facebook 4
Location will be ;,
Trinitys Florals. 8@ (858 (8,
Join me for an afternoon of
Gingerbread House Decorating.
Stop in anytime between 12:00
and 4:00 pm, Saturday Dec. 14
This is an all ages event.

Each ticket includes a ginger-
bread house and everything you
need to decorate it.

Enjoy a hot cocoa while deco-
rating your masterpiece

wa

Theatre Baddeck Show
Greenwood United Church
98 Twining Street, Baddeck.
Friday, December 13 7:30 pm
Saturday, Dec. 14 2:30 pm
Saturday, Dec. 14 7:30 pm
Join us for a variety show

featuring Theatre Baddeck’s
unique blend of professional
actors and local talent!
Immerse yourself in a heart-
warming celebration filled with
music, comedy, & storytelling
for the Christmas season.
This event is a fundraiser for
Theatre Baddeck's Green-
wood Project, a visionary
initiative dedicated to trans-
forming the historic Green-
wood United Church into a
stunning, multi-functional per-
formance venue. Season
Passes are not eligible for this
special fundraiser event.

Phone (902) 736-9402 (Paul)

Videotapes wear out so save your
precious memories before it's too late

We do Professional Transfers from
tape to DVD and flashdrives using
Pro Equipment-not home video gear

We can transfer VHS, 8mm tapes
and Mini-DV at Great Prices!
We also do audio cassettes to CD's

unity

At this special time of the year,
please contribute to your local
Food Drives for those families
who cannot afford to feed
their families - help make it a
reality this year.

week’s

Christmas Publishing - since Christ-
mas falls on a Wednesday, that

edition will be published

December 23rd.

KKP

CHARLOTTE STREET - SYDNEY

PHONE 962-2122

KWIK KOPY
PRINTING
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NORTH SYDNEY LIBRARY
FIBRE LUNCH - Thurs-
days from 1:00 - 3:00, last
one before Christmas.

DECEMBER 7 - Garden
Club Fund raiser, Br. 19
Legion, get tickets from
any Garden Club member.

STORYTIME - Saturdays
2:30, last one before
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
DEC. 24 - Closing at 12:30
DEC. 25 - CLOSED
DEC. 26 - CLOSED

DEC. 31 - Closing at 12:30
JANUARY 1 - CLOSED

LIGHTER SIDE OF CHRISTMAS

whose iDeA wAS iT
To INVITE FROSTTY over | |
1o OUR

HOT TV

B? b

Community Cares Playgroup
All Parents/Caregivers Welcome
Ages Birth -6 years
Thursdays 10:00-11:30
55 King Street, Sydney Mines
Games, Snacks, Crafts, Songs,

Free Play

HOTEL NORTH NEW
YEARS EVE BUFFET

Buffet from 3:00 - 8:00 at
Hotel North in North Sydney.
The menu includes; Potato
Salad, Garden Salad, Soup of
the Day, Seafood Chowder,
Turkey, Roast Beef, Baked
Seafood Casserole, Mashed
Potatoes, Stuffing, Veg-
etables, Rice, Onion Rings,
French Fries, Potato Skins,
Chicken Fingers, Turkey/
Beef Gravy, Assorted Des-
serts Reservations recom-
mended, 902-794-8581, Ext.
307 - $32.95 per person

YOUR FREE Sl)lllll((l WEEKLY PUZILE

7

8

6

3

6

2

4

3

oo

6

9

4

1

3

A Daily Crossword Online Puzzie
available at -www.kieeradio.com

click on FEATURES link

SYDNEY MINES LIBRARY

All Programs will start again in
the New Year.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
DEC. 23 - Regular Hours
DEC. 24 - Closing at 12:30
DEC. 25 - CLOSED

DEC. 26 - CLOSED

DEC. 27 - Regular Hours
DEC. 31 - Closing at 12:30
JANUARY 1 - CLOSED

Happy
Holidays/

HOLY FAMILY PARISH

BINGO every Friday night

7:00 pm at the Parish Hall,

Main Street, Sydney Mines
Can You Name This
Christmas CGarol?

LHOIN INITIS

FREE 2025 CALENDARS
www.kleeradio.com

Celebrating our 15th year
broadcasting the Bestin Cape
Breton and Celtic Music from
Beautiful Cape Breton Island -
24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A
Week.
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AROUND THE TOW

NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY
NEWS EVENTS
GLEN GRAY - EDITOR

We have received our first taste of Winter with frost in the
morning and flurries through the day and you can see many of
the houses onthe Northside elaborately decorated for Christmas
in my day, if you had some lighted candles in the window, you
were considered decorated.... | read this past week about con-
cerns by Councillor Gordon MacDonald about the graffitti
around the town, | have noticed it too and with lots of paper
garbage that people just throw out of their cars, maybe it's time
to set a fine to curb some of this behaviour..... and, keeping the
Christmas spirit alive, MEN OF THE DEEPS “CHRISTMAS IN
THE MINE” WITH SPECIAL GUEST JENN SHEPPARD -
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 7:00 - PM - Florence Community
Centre, Tickets $30.00, Phone 902-578-7224..... The three local
Legions, Branch 008 in Sydney Mines, Branch 19 in North
Sydney and Branch 83 in Florence are havin g New Years Eve
Dances and the Sydney Mines Seniors & Pensioners Club is
also sponsoring a New Years Eve Dance, see details in this
edition for these dances....On Boxing Day you can head over to
the Underground Pub in Sydney Mines for a Boxing Day Bash
with the Downhouse Band at 2 Elliot Street, 9:00 PM..... with
the new year coming, K-LEE RADIO has Christmas Music
Podcasts you can download, a 2025 calendar and Free Christ-
mas Tags you can print yourself, logon to their website -
www.kleeradio.com - and download your freebies.....the
Downtown North Sydney Merchants are sponsoring a“Merry &
Brighter December Nighter” from 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. on Decem-
ber 12 - promos, gifts, treats and more, stop by participating
merchants for details..... the Boisdale Community are holding
aticket draw - Tickets on luxurious Christmas basket - One night
at the lona Heights Inn, $50.00 Credit to Frolic and Folk Pub and
Grill, handmade throw blanket, bottle of bubbly, Chocolates from
local supplier, jewelry from local crafters to be drawn at the Break-
fast with Santa Dec.22.... Petting Zoo presents Christmas On
The Farm on Saturday, December 14 from 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Photos with Santa and his reindeer, Bake table, BBQ, Prize
Basket - 225 FRENCHVALE ROAD.... Gingerbread House
Decorating Party - Not Just Cakes Sweet Studio, 312 COM-
MERCIAL STREET, NORTH SYDNEY - Stop in anytime
between 12:00 and 4:00 pm, Saturday Dec. 14.....Since Christ-
mas falls on a Wednesday, that week’s edition will be published
Monday, December 23, Merry Christmas to all our readers.....
Hotel North in North Sydney, will hold a New years Eve Buffet
from 3:00 - 8:00, see page 6 for the detailed list of food items.....
In this issue, you will see two Christmas related stories, “Up On
The Rooftop” and “A Partirdgeln A Pear Tree” both stories
are true and are from my various Cape Breton Books.... till next
week stay safe - Glen NOTICE - to all clubs, Legions,
Church Halls and Community groups - send in your event and
we will publish it free in our paper - email address is -
thisweek@kleeradio.com

SKATING | UPCOMING

EVENT.S

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 - MEN
OF THE DEEPS “CHRISTMAS
IN THE MINE” WITH SPECIAL
GUEST JENN SHEPPARD 7:00
PM - Florence Community
Centre.

CBRM Free Skate Satur-
days at the Sydney Mines &
District Community Center
from 11:00 am - 12:20 pm

NOTICE - to all clubs,
Legions, Church Halls and
Community groups - send in
your event and we will pub-
lish it free in our paper - the
email address is -
thisweek @kleeradio.com

Saturday, December 21st -
Santa Claus is coming to town.
The New Victoria Fire Dept will
escort Santa through the com-
munity from 4:00 pm.

DECEMBER 31st - Buffet from
3:00 - 8:00 at Hotel North in
North Sydney - see page 6 for
complete menu.

Free Christmas Music Podcasts
and Free Christmas Gift tags -
www.kleeradio.com

mKenny,
Low rrorie \ \WWYELHY

A

Back at the Main Event in Glace Bay on December 14th from
6:00-9:00. It will be our final performance for the Winter months.
Join RobinYorke and Jimmy Tobin and |, for some of the music
we grew up with as well as some originals and Christmas Clas-
sics. And where it's that time of year again for giving, there will be
tickets handed out from 6:30-7:30 for a chance to win 1 of 2 of my
CDs that will be drawn before the last set. Hope to see some of
you there. Thanks to all the wonderful staff and Michael Jameison
for the invite.

Little Brther's Santa Lette

¢

L
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UP ON THE ROOFTOP

There’s an old Burl Ives Christmas song that tells of reindeer up
on the rooftop with Santa bringing joy and presents to all the
children of the world. We would sing it each year as a run up to
Christmas Eve and the big day.

Christmas is also the time when fathers make fools of them-
selves. It's not always evident at the start, but before the tale is
ended, it seems to deviate from the main story. Take, for ex-
ample, this tale from my early childhood of living through a trau-
matic Christmas event originally planned as an unforgettable
Christmas story that would stagger your imagination.

The story begins, as many of the great Christmas adventures
do, with two dads sipping beer in the basement and wondering
what to do to amuse the children this year at Christmas. They
thought some more, drank a beer, thought some more, drank
another beer .... well you get the idea.

Finally, in an alcoholic haze, the idea unfolds as in a dream.
One dad would dress up as Santa Claus and go up on the roof
while the other held him steady with a rope. Santa would also
have some bells with him to make the kids think that Rudolph
was there as well. They planned this in advance and the idea was
to have all the neighbourhood children gather around the Christ-
mas tree in our house and have Burl Ives sing “Up On the Roof-
top”. Suddenly, like a scene out of Charles Dickens, Santa and
Rudolph would appear on the roof and amid bells ringing
and Santa Ho Ho Ho.. ing to wish every boy and girl a Merry
Christmas.

To paraphrase Robert Burns, “sometimes plans often go astray.”
The idea seemed sound when planted firmly on the ground but
when you have a 250 pound man climbing a snow covered pitched
roof wearing Steel Plant boots, you just know something is going
to go wrong.

Bimbo Lusk wrapped a rope around Santa as a safety precau-
tion and anchored it around his waist. He played out the rope as
Santa climbed the roof. Just like clockwork, as Burl Ives finished
his song, bells rang out from up on the roof. Santa was here! All
the kids listened as they heard Rudolph’s bells ringing. Santa, to
make sure the kids heard Rudolph, started pawing the roof. That
was the first mistake. The kids heard Santa bellow, “Ho, Ho ...
holy shit” as he began his death spiral down the slippery roof.

Bimbo felt the rope tighten and tried to lasso the fence post. He
finally got the rope tied off just as Santa was about halfway to the
ground, directly in front of the picture window. The kids all ran to
the window in wonderment waving to Santa. However, he was
oblivious and yelling, “Get me the hell down from here!” Mothers
scrambled to herd the kids away from the window, fathers rushed
outside to help Bimbo untie the rope and lower Santa gently to
the ground.

Santa now found himself the centre of attention surrounded by
innocent faces. He rallied however, and pretended that Rudolph
was playing a joke on him and everything would be okay and the
kids should get home to bed.

Santa walked away gingerly as the rope had found its way to
Santa’s nether regions and it was difficult to stand. On the record
player came the strains of Burl Ives singing, “Up On The
rooftop reindeer paws

SOMEPROVINCIAL MAIL WILLSOON
BE AVAILABLE AT ACCESS NOVA SCOTIA

Service Nova Scotia is reminding people some essen-
tial provincial government mail delayed by the postal strike
will be available for pickup at Access Nova Scotia
centres.

It says only people who got a call from government staff
about their items can get them between 9 in in the morn-
ing and 1 in the afternoon at the centre closest to them.

People need to have valid government identification for
the pickup.

Department of Community Services clients who get
cheques are being advised to contact their caseworkers
directly.

Service Nova Scotia says people should use online
services and direct deposit wherever possible.

DAD’S CHRISTMAS TURKEY - At Christmas Dinner
several children wanted a drumstick and my father said
there was only two available. He told the kids that they
tried to raise turkeys with four legs but they all ran away
and couldn’t be caught in time for Christmas Dinner.

Logon to our website for free Christmas Music Podcasts
and Free Christmas Gift tags - www.kleeradio.com

Just In Time For
your Christmas
Wish List!!!

We have 7 titles of
local Cape Breton
books for Christmas
giving

* Da Mudder Tung
*Anudder Mudder

Our Newest Book

CAPE BRETON OUTHOUSE
TALES & TRIVIA

* Tall Tales ,

* C.B. Joke Book $4.95 ‘;;‘f_'

*Oh, Me . o
Shattered T
Nerves Available at

"CapeBreton  Cyaft Shops and
Christmas Memories

* Cape Breton Book Stores
Outhouse Tales & everywhere

Trivia
A terrific gift for those “Away” Family and Friends




