
93 KING STREET

BY THE TRACKS

RALPH IVEY’S

IF WE CAN’T DO IT - IT CAN’T BE DONE!

794-7500
Bring your Vehicle in

for Auto Servicing

Auto Repair Ltd. and Muffler Man

BRING YOUR CAR IN FOR

ALL YOUR SERVICING

G. MacDonald - - - - -      Denturist

MacDONALD  DENTURE CLINIC
42 Fraser Avenue

Sydney Mines

PHONE

736-2280

High Street

Baddeck

PHONE

295-2516
By Appointment

T H I S W E E K
NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY NEWS

Vol. 14 - DECEMBER 25th - 2024FREE

FREE

OPEN MONDAY -  FRIDAY 8:00 - 5:00 PM

McCormick’s
126 SEAVIEW DRIVE - - NORTH SYDNEY

WINTER TIRE SALE  - $UPER $AVINGS

PHONE 794-4947

Merry Christmas
From Terry and All The Staff

Pick up your Gift Certificates for
Krown Rustproofing and McCormick’s Tirecraft
They Make Great Christmas Gifts
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   Darren Strong from Strong Chiropractic, announces
  a new,  sophisticated computerized decompression
table that allows the spine to be gently stretched and
relaxed for spinal decompression therapy.
   The pattern of alternating pulling and
relaxing creates vacuum-like pressure
which allows disc material that was
herniated or protruded to be pulled
back in the disc over time.
   Patients will notice a reduction of their
pain during these treatment sessions. Stop
in today and ask about the new
table and how you can benefit.

NEW DECOMPRESSION TABLE RELIEVES PAIN

     793 Mahon St., New Waterford - 862-9444    224 Commercial St. North Sydney - 241-9444736-6313

POOL

TARABISH
Tuesday 7:00 pm
DOWNSTAIRS

Wednesday, 7:00 pm
DOWNSTAIRS

WASHER TOSS
Friday, 7:00 pm DOWNSTAIRS

Royal Canadian Legion

Branch 83 Florence

BINGO
THURSDAY

7:00 pm

BRANCH 19 LEGION

THE CIRCLE
SAT., 7 PM -  UPSTAIRS

45s CARD GAME
EVERY MONDAY -  7:30 pm

Member of Parliament

SYDNEY - VICTORIA

jaimebattiste.ca
jaime.battiste@parl.gc.ca

207A-201   Churchill Drive
Membertou, NS  B1S 0H1

(902) 567-6275

Br. 19 Legion - North Sydney

9:00 - 1:00 - $15.00 Souls Harbour Rescue Mission

Now Open In Sydney  Mines
848 Main St, Sydney Mines

BOXING DAY
FINAL CUT - $10.00

NEW YEARS EVE
BANDIT - $15.00

UNDERGROUND PUB
   Boxing Day Bash with the
Downhouse Band at the
Underground, 2 Elliot Street,
Sydney Mines - 9:00 PM

BRANCH 008 LEGION
SYDNEY MINES

6:30 - 8:00 Roast Beef
Supper No Takeouts

Dancing 9:00 - 1:00 -
Music Tommy Capstick
$25.00 per person
Tickets available at
Downstairs Bar

NEW YEARS DANCE

  For the Best In Classic

Country Music, join Kenny

Walsh every Sunday Night at

6:00 pm - Phantom Country
  www.kleeradio.com

FREE PUBLICITY

thisweek@kleeradio.com

Community Groups & Clubs

   Branch 19 President, Ex-
ecutive and staff would like to
wish everyone a happy and
healthy holiday season.

   Hope to see you all New
Years Eve.

CHEERS - DON’T FORGET
YOUR NEW YEARS TICKETS

Legion Branch 19  Hall is avail-
able to rent for all occasions ,
come check it out if you are

looking for a great spot to host
an event. Every Friday, Happy
Hour prices from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

We have 2 Pool tables that are
pen to public daily ,with the
exception of Tuesday (Member
Night Tournament)..

  Big screen TV, come in and
watch some sporting events.

EXECUTIVE MEETING - Janu-
ary 21, 2025 @  7:00 PM

GENERAL MEETING - Jan
uary 22, 2025 @ 7PM

DECEMBER 26 - Boxing
Day Bash with the
Downhouse Band at the
Underground, 2 Elliot Street,
Sydney Mines - 9:00 PM
DECEMBER 31st - Buffet
from 3:00 - 8:00 at Hotel
North in North Sydney - see
page 6 for complete menu.
Free Christmas Music
Podcasts and Free Christ-
mas Gift tags -
www.kleeradio.com

CBRM FIREWORKS
NEW YEARS EVE

OPEN HEARTH
PARK -  9 PM

Join us to ring in
the new year
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   Our Latest Humour Book,
“Outhouse Tales & Trivia” is
now available and it is just $4.95!
This book contains stories
selected to represent the fun we
had using a Cape Breton out-
house. These stories include
true life adventures and family
remembrances.

New Deadline for items to
appear in our paper - MON-

DAY at 5:00 PM - due
to printing schedules.

NORTH SYDNEY URGENT

CARE CENTRE HOURS

Monday, Tuesday &Thursday

8 am - 7:30 pm

Wednesday  & Saturday

9:00 am - 4:30

PUBLISHED EVERY
WEDNESDAY
IN PRINT AND

DIGITAL FORMAT

WWW.KLEERADIO.COM

Northside This Week

COMMUNITY NEWS

NEW YEARS

EVE DANCE

NORTH SYDNEY

FIREFIGHTERS CLUB

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

   Tickets now on sale for a New Years Eve Dance at
the North Sydney Firefighters Club on Pierce Street.
   They can be purchased from 10 AM - Midnight,
7 days a week.
Music By  - FIREHOUNDS DJ SERVICES

Light Lunch provided

Dianne Timmins
MLA for Victoria-The Lakes

1415 Highway 105,
Bras d’Or, NS  B1Y 2N5

902-736-0301 (office)
902-736-0411 (fax)
diannetimminsmla@gmail.com

Free Christmas Tags
   It’s 10 pm and you’re wrap-
ping Christmas gifts and run
out of Christmas tags.
   It’s too late or too cold to
get out and buy more tags

but you need
some way to iden-
tify the gifts.

  We have been
there and this year
we are doing
something differ-
ent to help you out.

   We have included Free
Tags on our website that
you can actually print on
your home computer.

   See the DOWNLOAD link
on our website for your free
set of Christmas tags -

www.kleeradio.com
New Years Dance Schedule

   Below are the list of New Years Dances we have on file

   BRANCH 008 LEGION, Main Street, Sydney Mines -
6:30 - 8:00 Roast Beef Supper No Takeouts - Dancing
9:00 - 1:00 - Music Tommy Capstick, $25.00 per person,
Tickets available at Downstairs Bar.

   SYDNEY MINES SENIORS & PENSIONERS CLUB,
Fraser Avenue, Sydney Mines - Music By Backroads &
Paul Woodfine - tickets available at the Club.

   NORTH SYDNEY FIREFIGHTERS CLUB, Pierce
Street, North Sydney - Tickets now on sale for a New Years
Eve Dance  -    They can be purchased from 10 AM -
Midnight, 7 days a week, Music By  - FIREHOUNDS DJ
SERVICES - Light Lunch provided

   FLORENCE LEGION - New Years Eve
Dance, Music by BANDIT $15.00 per per-
son, tickets on sale at the Bar.

   BRANCH 19 LEGION, North Sydney,
New Years Eve Dance, 9:00 - 1:00,  with DJ Mike Whitty -
$15.00 per person, tickets on sale at the Bar.

BIRTHDAY
WISHES

Birthday Wishes going out
to Mary & Joseph on the
birth of their son, Jesus.
Mother and child doing well.

NEW YEARS LEVEE
January 5th - 1:00 - 2:00 pm

   New Deal Development, Sydney Mines and RCL Branch 008
Legion, Sydney Mines, cordially extends an invitation to you to
join us during our New Year’s Levee to be held on January 5th,
2025.
   There will be a wine and cheese social hour from 1:00 - 2:00
pm, speeches will follow from 2:00 - 3:00 pm. A light lunch will
follow the speeches at 3:00 pm. We look forward to you joining
us for the occason.

   Judging for the Best Christmas
House Decoration will be conducted on
December 29th and the winners will be
announced at the Levee.
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BRANCH 008 LEGION - SYDNEY MINES

PPHONE (902) 736-3206

TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO - 7:30 PM

NEW HOURS - 1:00 - 12:00 - Monday - Saturday - Closed Sunday

   Every Friday

Evening  9 - 1

NO ADMISSION

JACKPOT - $1875 ON 54#S OR LESS
$25.00 ADDED EACH WEEK TO JACKPOT

736-7777

Shear Madness Hair Designs
Come Check Us Out
Tues. & Wed. 9:00 - 5:00

Thursday 9:00 - 7:00
Friday 9:00 - 5:00

Saturday 900 - 4:00

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

363 MAIN STREET

FLORENCE

T-ZONE VIBRATION AVAILABLE
HANDICAP

ACCESSIBLE

THURSDAYS

KITCHEN OPEN

NORTH SYDNEY

FIRE HALL

PIERCE ST. - NORTH SYDNEY

Ernie, Todd & Wade
Kitchen Open 4:30

Music 5:00 - 8:30

 Last BINGO of the year, December
17th, returning Tuesday, January
7th, 2025. Ladies Auxiliary wish
everyone a Merry Christmas & good
health & happiness in the new year

  Come play our Klondike
50/50 Draw. Boxes are
located in various locations all
around the Northside.
   Draw every Thursday.
For tickets call Paul at
902-577-4239.

KIWANIS GOLDEN K
KLONDIKE  50/50

New Deadline for items to
appear in our paper -

MONDAY at 5:00 PM

FREE 2025 CALENDARS, To
Do Lists, Grocery Lists, Gift
Tags available from  website
www.kleeradio.com

BRANCH 008 LEGION -
Sydney Mines is available
for rental for anniversaries,
adult birthday parties, re-
unions and weddings -
Phone 902-736-3206.

Community Cares Playgroup
All Parents/Caregivers Welcome

Ages Birth - 6 years
Thursdays 10:00 - 11:30

55 King Street, Sydney Mines
Games, Snacks, Crafts, Songs,
Free Play

 PAUL POWER

   Hello there! Here's a
movie that was one of the
most anticipated holiday
releases ever; 'A Christ-
mas Story Christmas' is
the 'legacy sequel' to the
1983 film 'A Christmas
Story' (there was an actual
sequel released in 2012)
and features Peter
Billingsley reprising his
role as Ralphie Parker-
now married with 2 kids.
He's taken some time off
work from his unspecified
'rat race job' to write his
first novel as he gets a call
from his mom to say that
his father has passed
away. Remember his
dad? The man who had a
running battle with his old
furnace, and managed to
swear up a storm without
actually saying one curse
word. This movie is defi-
nitely worth watching as
there are some very
touching moments, and
many of the original cast
members reprise their
roles from the first film.
The website Rotten Toma-
toes wrote; "It isn't as
much fun as an official Red
Ryder carbine action,
200-shot, range model air
rifle with a compass in the

stock and this thing that
tells time, but A Christmas
Story Christmas remains
a sequel worth celebrat-
ing". I was expecting
more from this movie
based on how special the
first one was-becoming
legendary in the world of
Christmas films, but when
the first movie was re-
leased in 1983 there was
no internet, no streaming;
for movies it was the days
of hitting the big screen in
the theatres first, then to
the local video stores, and
eventually to network TV.
Today we are literally
bombarded with a
tsunami-like barrage of
holiday movies, with
many not standing out as
memorable as this origi-
nal one has for decades.
This is still a great movie.
I sincerely hope that
you all have a Merry
Christmas.
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KENNY WALSH
ANDREW DOYLE

SUNDAY BINGO
Sydney Mines Seniors &

Pensioners Club -  Fraser
Avenue, Sydney Mines

2:00 PM - SUNDAY

on 52#s or less

TOONIE $1,278.00 +

MONDAY FUN NIGHT - 7 PM

45S CARD GAME

NEW YEARS TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
BACKROADS & PAUL WOODFINE

No Dance
This Week

WEDNESDAYS - 7:30 PM

K-LEE

THIS WEEK

   In my eighty six years, I lived in five different communi-
ties namely, Grand Narrows, Iona, North Sydney,  Pictou,
Westville.I t was in Iona where my story begins. In Iona I
lived in the train station where my father was the Station
Master.His duties were selling tickets to passengers,
handling freight and baggage and operating the Telegra-
phy Key.
   It was one Fall evening towards
Christmas that he received a tele-
gram for The Sisters of Notre Dame
and he chose me to deliver it on my
bike. I pedalled through the darkened
roads of Iona and proceeded to the convent about a mile
away. Arriving at the front door I knocked and a little nun
holding a candle nervously answered.
   I handed her the telegram and as she read it, she turned
pale, headed to a nearby desk and penned a Reply.
   Returning, she handed me the Reply and instructed me
to tell my father to resend. Bidding goodbye, I pedalled
back to the station,elated that one Fall evening toward
Christmas as a Messenger, performing a Seasonal Deed.

THE MESSENGER

- RON GILLIS - NORTH SYDNEY

The January 1st edition of our paper
will be an electronic edition only and you
can get a copy of this paper from our
website - www.kleeradio.com

   We have all learned of the great battles in history, The 100
Years War, World War 1, World War 2, The Korean Conflict and
Viet Nam but I’m sure there’s one you may not have heard about.
I call it the great Cabot Street Snow War.

   If you’ve ever live in Cape Breton for a Win-
ter, you will appreciate that snow
shoveling is a thing that
must be endured. As
kids we didn’t mind too
much when it
snowed because we
got the day off school and we earned ex-
tra Christmas money by shoveling driveways.

   Technology caught up with Turk Donovan and Johnny The Lip.
These two “old codgers” could have been the inspiration for the
movie “Grumpy Old Men.” They were constantly bickering over
minor things like leaves that fell from the trees or dandelions or
grass clippings that blew in the next yard. Most neighbours would
ignore such trivial matters but not the old codgers.

   They would holler out to one another and posture up and down
and throw the leaves back over the fence  and the other one
would end up firing them back in a night raid. It was not uncom-
mon to have the leaves go back and forth across the fence six or
seven times. We often sat back and watched the antics.

    One Christmas, Turk got a snow blower and went
outside and plowed the driveway. Of course he aimed the dis-
charge onto Johnny The Lip’s side of the driveway and piled up
the snow. Johnny flew out and in no uncertain terms advised Turk
where he could put the snow. He then went out to Canadian Tire
and bought his own snow blower.

   It was quite a spectacle to watch two grown men
plowing the snow onto each other’s driveways for hours. No sooner
would one finish then the other would fire up the snow blower and
plow it all back into the other’s driveway. Like all great conflicts,
third party intervention is needed.

   The United Nations helped settle some of the big wars.  The
wives of Turk and Johnny The Lip got together and sold the two
snow blowers. They used the money to pay kids to shovel the
driveway and at last peace was restored…..kind of.

    Now, as the kids are out shoveling the driveway, you can hear
Turk and Johnny telling the kids to throw the snow in the other’s
driveway. It was sometimes better than some of the sitcoms on
TV and I miss all the fun now that “the boys” are over 80 and have
lost a lot of steam.

THE CABOT STREET SNOW WAR

Merry Christmas

MONDAY FUN NIGHT and

WEDNESDAY Card Game

Cancelled -  Christmas

JACKPOT $775.00

GAME ON DEC. 29TH SATURDAY DANCE
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NORTH SYDNEY LIBRARY

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

SYDNEY MINES LIBRARY

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
BINGO every Friday night
7:00 pm at the Parish Hall,
Main Street, Sydney MinesHOTEL NORTH NEW

YEARS EVE BUFFET
   Buffet from 3:00 - 8:00 at
Hotel North in North Sydney.
The menu includes; Potato
Salad, Garden Salad, Soup of
the Day, Seafood Chowder,
Turkey, Roast Beef, Baked
Seafood Casserole, Mashed
Potatoes, Stuffing, Veg-
etables, Rice, Onion Rings,
French Fries, Potato Skins,
Chicken Fingers, Turkey/
Beef Gravy, Assorted Des-
serts Reservations recom-
mended, 902-794-8581, Ext.
307 - $32.95 per person

Celebrating our 15th year
broadcasting the Best in Cape
Breton and Celtic Music from
Beautiful Cape Breton Island -
24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A
Week.

DEC. 24 - Closing at 12:30

DEC. 25 - CLOSED

DEC. 26 - CLOSED

DEC. 31 - Closing at 12:30

JANUARY 1 - CLOSED

All Programs will start again in
the New Year.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

DEC. 23 - Regular Hours

DEC. 24 - Closing at 12:30

DEC. 25 - CLOSED

DEC. 26 - CLOSED

DEC. 27 - Regular Hours

DEC. 31 - Closing at 12:30
JANUARY 1 - CLOSED

FREE 2025 CALENDARS

WEEKLY PLANNERS AND

CHRISTMAS MUSIC
   Logon to our website to get
free items to print for the new
year.
   We have a 12 month 2025
calendar and a 2025 calendar
with all 12 months on one page.
   In additon we have Christmas
Music Podcasts and Free
Weekly Planners to get 2025
off to a great start.Logon to -
www.kleeradio.com and click
on the DOWNLOADS PAGE.

FREE CHRISTMAS

MUSIC -  classic Christmas
music for your holiday  enjoy-
ment. Just logon to our website
www.kleeradio.com and click
on the DOWN-
LOADS page and
get your free copy
of the music and
other free audio
files to save to
your computer.
K-LEE RADIO begins its Christ-
mas music broadcasting start-
ing December 1st and runs un-
til the new year.

THE BEST OF CAPE
BRETON MUSIC

   We, the family, are deeply saddened to announce the sudden
passing of our beloved aunt Jeanie Maxwell on December 17,
2024.

   Born on January 26, 1950 in Florence, to the late Henry and
Madeline (Mulley) Maxwell, Jeannie was predeceased by her
sisters Sally, Joyce, Elaine, Carolyn and Susan. Jeanie was the
last surviving member of her immediate family.

   Jeanie had a love of life and will be forever remembered for her
laugh and sense of humor. She had a love of travel, books, mov-
ies, theatre and of course yard sales and flea markets.

   If you were her friend, she was a friend for life. She made many
along her journey and gratitude is expressed to all especially to
Liz, Rita and Fred for their support over the last days of Jeanie’s
life.

  We, her nieces and nephews, will miss her the most, espe-
cially our morning tea sessions and visits to Middle River.

   Although Jeanie was a spiritual person,
she did not want a viewing or service. In
lieu of flowers donations may be made to
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Sydney
Mines.

 “Weep not for me,
For I am with mine,
And mine are with me,
Together in heaven for eternity.”

OBITUARY - JEANIE MAXWELL

   If you’re a Traditional Country singer/songwriter/group
that promotes Pure Country and are seeking to get some
airplay on your songs, whether it’s an original or cover,
look no further than Phantom Country on K-LEE Radio.
   As you know, it is very hard to get country music aired
on stations these days. There are only a limited number
of these stations out there actually playing Pure Country
such as satellite radio and some internet radio.
    But the fact of the matter is, most Towered radio statons
that call themselves Country, are actually playing adult
contemporary and pop style music.
   If you would like airplay on your songs,  send your MP3s
to - Phantom_country@hotmail.com and keep support-
ing Pure Country Music. Phantom Country is brought to
you weekly courtesy of K-LEE Radio.The program
streams on Sundays at 6:00 pm. and is sponsored in part
by Sydney Tools & Rentals.
Your Host - Kenny Walsh, Singer/Songwriter/Musi-
cian former TMG Recording Artist

PURE COUNTRY FREE AIRPLAY ONLINE

Jeanie Maxwell - January 26, 1950 ~ December 17, 2024

EDITOR’S COMMENT - I was deeply saddened when I heard
the news of Jeanie’s untimely passing. I got to know her over the
years through my association with the Sydney Mines Library
and gathering the weekly news for our paper. She always had a
smile and enjoyed a good laugh. She enjoyed working with the
many library visitors and she will be missed but remembered
fondly. God Bless Jeanie.
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AROUND THE TOWN

NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY

NEWS EVENTS

GLEN GRAY - EDITOR

FREE SKATING

CBRM Free Skate Satur-
days at the Sydney Mines &
District Community Center
from 11:00 am - 12:20 pm
NOTICE - to all clubs,
Legions, Church Halls and
Community groups - send in
your event and we will pub-
lish it free in our paper - the
email address is -
thisweek@kleeradio.com

    Spanish – Feliz Navidad!
    French – Joyeux Noël!
    German – Frohe Weihnachten!
    Italian – Buon Natale!
    Portuguese – Feliz Natal!
    Romanian – Craciun Fericit!
    Swedish – God Jul!
    Norwegian – God Jul!
    Danish – Glædelig Jul!
    Finnish – Hyvää Joulua!
    Icelandic – Gleðileg Jól!
    Polish – Wesolych Swiat!
    Dutch – Vrolijk Kerstfeest!
    Croatian – Sretan Bo•ic!
    Czech – Veselé Vánoce!
    Latin – Felicem Natalem Christi!
    Irish – Nollaig Shona!

No Matter How You Say It

Merry Christmas

If you would like to send out Birthday Greetings to a family
member or friend, simply email us with the information and
we’ll publish it free of charge - thisweek@kleeradio.com

   It’s finally here again - Christmas with all its magic, food, drink
and presents. It is my favorite time of year as it is for many of our
readers. Each year I remember with fondness the early Christ-
mases we shared. The smells of baking in the house, CJCB
radio playing all the Christmas carols and my mother and
grandmother humming along with smiles on their faces. The
excitement when we all dressed up like Eskimos and trotted off
to cut down our Christmas tree. There were no tree farms back
then so we had to scout around and find the right one. We tracked
into the woods up to our knees in snow and finally when we all
agreed that “this was the tree” Dad cut in down with the sharp
axe and we dragged it home to be decorated. I remember that all
the neighbours came to visit during the Christmas season and
the house was full all the time. The kids were all ushered outside
to play in the snow, make snowmen or go skating on the pond.
When we returned, there was a veritable feast awaiting us as
my Mother trotted out all the treats she and my grandmother
baked over the past two weeks. There was food, singing of
carols, stories and laughter. I miss those days and I wonder
whatever happened to those traditions? The best memory I have
is of the turkey being cooked. The smell in the house on Christ-
mas Eve was amazing, we all went to Midnight Mass and then
we were allowed to have a small piece of warm turkey when we
got back home and then headed off to bed to await Santa Claus.
That taste still lingers with me every year as we have our tradi-
tional Christmas meal. Some memories are stronger than
others. Merry Christmas everybody, I hope that you are making
some of these same memories with your friends and families
this Christmas..... If you are looking for somewhere to go on New
years Eve, see page 3 for a list of local dances to attend, and
also the Hotel North is having a New Years Eve Buffet with a
long list of food items to choose from... speaking of New Years,
please make sure you have alternate travel arrangements or a
designated driver for your celebrations....I want to say a
special Thank You to the close friends who make it possible all
year long to bring you the community news - First of all, Kwik
Kopy Printing which produces our paper each week, thank you
especially to Robin for all your work,  to Grant Robinson who
delivers the papers each week, to contributors Paul Power, Jack
Cool, Kenny Walsh, Robert O’Hearn and a special thank you
to Ron Gillis who sends us poems and stories all year long,
and Pierre Chiasson who produces the Gospel Hour for us at
K-LEE RADIO. Let me take this opportunity to thank all the
advertisers who make it all possible and the next time you are
in one of their establishments, please mention that you appreci-
ate their contribution to keep us going all year long... SAD NOTE
I lost two good friends this past week, Peggy MacAdam of the
Curiosity Shop in Sydney and Jeanie Maxwell from the Sydney
Mines Library, both were deeply involved with their communities
and will be missed - I ask you for prayers for them and may their
souls Rest in  Peace - GLEN GRAY

I was loved by my
sister, Nora, and
her family. I cher-
ished each of
them. As it was
my deepest
wish to depart
quietly, there will be no wake or
funeral. Please remember me
fondly - Peggy’s own words.
   I was deeply saddened by the
news of a dear friend, Peggy
MacAdam, who passed away
December 18. She was a pas-
sionate supporter of all things
Cape Breton and always had a
smile for everyone. You will in-
deed be fondly remembered,
Rest In Peace and God Bless.

OBITUARY - Peggy MacAdam
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NORTHSIDE THIS WEEK brings you the latest in

Community News on the Northside every Wednesday

in print and also digital format on our website


