
93 KING STREET

BY THE TRACKS

RALPH IVEY’S

IF WE CAN’T DO IT - IT CAN’T BE DONE!

794-7500
Bring your Vehicle in

for Auto Servicing

Auto Repair Ltd. and Muffler Man

BRING YOUR CAR IN FOR

ALL YOUR SERVICING

G. MacDonald - - - - -      Denturist

MacDONALD  DENTURE CLINIC
42 Fraser Avenue

Sydney Mines

PHONE

736-2280

High Street

Baddeck

PHONE

295-2516
By Appointment

T H I S W E E K
NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY NEWS

Vol. 15 - JANUARY 1st - 2025FREE

FREE

OPEN MONDAY -  FRIDAY 8:00 - 5:00 PM

McCormick’s
126 SEAVIEW DRIVE - - NORTH SYDNEY

WINTER TIRE SALE  - $UPER $AVINGS

PHONE 794-4947

Happy New Year
From Terry and All The Staff

Pick up your Gift Certificates for
Krown Rustproofing and McCormick’s Tirecraft
They Make Great Christmas Gifts

Best Wishes to all our read-
ers and we hope 2025 will
be a happy and safe new
year. We pledge to provide
weekly community news to
keep you informed.
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   Darren Strong from Strong Chiropractic, announces
  a new,  sophisticated computerized decompression
table that allows the spine to be gently stretched and
relaxed for spinal decompression therapy.
   The pattern of alternating pulling and
relaxing creates vacuum-like pressure
which allows disc material that was
herniated or protruded to be pulled
back in the disc over time.
   Patients will notice a reduction of their
pain during these treatment sessions. Stop
in today and ask about the new
table and how you can benefit.

NEW DECOMPRESSION TABLE RELIEVES PAIN

     793 Mahon St., New Waterford - 862-9444    224 Commercial St. North Sydney - 241-9444736-6313

POOL

TARABISH
Tuesday 7:00 pm
DOWNSTAIRS

Wednesday, 7:00 pm
DOWNSTAIRS

WASHER TOSS
Friday, 7:00 pm
 DOWNSTAIRS

Royal Canadian Legion

Branch 83 Florence

BINGO
THURSDAY

7:00 pm

BRANCH 19 LEGION

THE CIRCLE
SATURDAY7 PM

 UPSTAIRS

45s CARD GAME
EVERY MONDAY

  7:30 pm

Member of Parliament

SYDNEY - VICTORIA

jaimebattiste.ca
jaime.battiste@parl.gc.ca

207A-201   Churchill Drive
Membertou, NS  B1S 0H1

(902) 567-6275

  For the Best In Classic

Country Music, join Kenny

Walsh every Sunday Night at

6:00 pm - Phantom Country
  www.kleeradio.com

   Legion Branch 19  Hall is
available to rent for all occa-
sions , come check it out if you
are looking for a great spot to
host an event. Every Friday,
Happy Hour prices from 3 p.m.
to 6 p.m.

We have 2 Pool tables that are
pen to public daily ,with the
exception of Tuesday (Member
Night Tournament)..

  Big screen TV, come in and
watch some sporting events.

EXECUTIVE MEETING - Janu-
ary 21, 2025 @  7:00 PM

GENERAL MEETING - Jan
uary 22, 2025 @ 7PM

Happy New Year To All Our Readers

FREE PUBLICITY

thisweek@kleeradio.com

Community Groups & Clubs

K-LEE

BRAS D’OR
S E N I O R S
CLUB - Weekly
45's card game

Thursdays at 7:30, 8 ways
to win - Hall rentals, call 902-
544-0893

NEW YEARS LEVEE
January 5th - 1:00 - 2:00 pm

   New Deal Development, Sydney Mines and RCL Branch 008
Legion, Sydney Mines, cordially extends an invitation to you to
join us during our New Year’s Levee to be held on January 5th,
2025.
   There will be a wine and cheese social hour from 1:00 - 2:00
pm, speeches will follow from 2:00 - 3:00 pm. A light lunch will
follow the speeches at 3:00 pm. Ernie Wells will provide musical
entertainment from 4:00 - 8:00 PM.We look forward to you join-
ing us for the occasion.

Judging for the Best Christmas House
Decorations wll be conducted on
December 29th and the winners will be
announced at the Levee.

K-LEE RADIO has over 100 Free
Podcasts that you can download Old
Time Radio Shows, Free music con-
certs, Cape Breton & Oldies Podcasts.

www.kleeradio.com

Installation Of Officers

Branch 008 Legion
   The Installation Of
Officers, Branch
008 Legion,
Sydney Mines, will
take place on Saturday,
January 4th.
6:00 - 7:00 - Wine &
Cheese Reception.
7:00 - 8:00 - Installation Of
Officers.
8:00 - 12:00 - DANCE,
open to the public
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NORTH SYDNEY URGENT

CARE CENTRE HOURS

Monday, Tuesday &Thursday

8 am - 7:30 pm

Wednesday  & Saturday

9:00 am - 4:30

Dianne Timmins
MLA for Victoria-The Lakes

1415 Highway 105,
Bras d’Or, NS  B1Y 2N5

902-736-0301 (office)
902-736-0411 (fax)
diannetimminsmla@gmail.com

   This story takes place when I was about seven years old. I was
at that stage when I began questioning Santa’s existence. It
seemed an impossible feat that he could deliver all those
presents to all the boys and girls in my hometown let alone the
World. So, like many children before me, I was determined to
stay up and see if Santa really did exist.
   I remember my mother tucking me into bed and reminding me
I had better get to sleep because everybody knows that Santa
won’t come if you are awake. So I battled between existing logic
and my need to know the truth about Santa Claus. Many of my
friends at school were telling me that there was no Santa but
I had to prove it myself.
   As you can imagine, the harder I tried to stay awake the  sleepier
I got. I finally drifted off into dreamland where the sugar plum
faires danced. I don’t know how long I was asleep but
I remember waking up by laughter coming from downstairs. I crept
slowly to the edge of the landing and peeked through.
   To my utter amazement, there was Santa with my mother.
I was stunned but happy to finally have the truth about Santa. Not
only was he real, but he was here, in my house with my mother.
I stayed quiet because I knew Santa had good hearing. I watched
it all happen with  a feeling of happiness I can barely describe.
   However, I knew what had to be done. The truth had to come
out. My friends at school were wrong. I had eyewitness evidence
and I was on a mission to bring the truth to my friends. Each year
as we returned from Christmas break, we were asked by our
teacher to write  “How I Spent My Christmas Vacation.”
   Boy, was I ready! I can remember the excitement writing that
essay. I kept it all these years and I will try to reproduce it as
I wrote it for my teacher.

“How I Spent My Christmas Vacation “
By Emily Morrison Grade 1 - Mrs. O’Grady

   I saw Santa Claus at my house over Christmas. I was quiet
and watched Santa and mommy having some of Daddy’s wine.
   He must have been tickling mommy because she was laugh-
ing. I think he woke her up because she was in her pagamus.
   Santa then kissed mommy and hugged her for a real long time.
Then mommy ran upstairs into her bedroom and Santa was
chasing her.
   I heard more laughing so I guess Santa Claus was still tickling
her. I tried to stay awake but I fell asleep with my blanket. But
when I woke up, there were all kinds of presents under the tree
so that’s how I know Santa was at my house.
   I was so proud of my story when I brought it home to my mother
to have her sign it. She looked at it kind of funny and wrote a little
note to the teacher. I showed it to everybody who came to visit
that year and they all thought it was fun because they laughed.
But  I knew Santa was real, I saw him with my own eyes!

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus

1 - I resolve to not roll my eyes when my neighbours start
to brag about their children and their accomplishments.

2 - I resolve not to eat chopped liver ever.

3 - I resolve to eat dessert first whenever I feel like it and
not be concerned about what others think.

 4 - I resolve not to act my age. I’ve got this far in life and
I’ll throw a tantrum whenver I feel like it.

5 -  I resolve not to feel embarrased going out in public in
my pajama bottoms.

6 - I resolve to finish all the DIY projects I started and
abandoned in 2022, or, well, maybe just one of them

7 - I resolve not to get into any more Facebook snits even
though some of my friends are $%^&.

8 - I resolve not to eat all the good chocolates whenever
we have company.

9 - I resolve not to throw the snow on my neighbour’s
driveway after a storm.

10 - I resolve to write out fake To Do lists.

11 - I resolve not to waste any of my money on gym or
exercise programs.

Easy New Years Resolutions To Keep

FREE SKATING

C B R M
F r e e
S k a t e
S a t u r -

days at the
Sydney Mines & District
Community Center from
11:00 am - 12:20 pm

NOTICE - to all clubs,
Legions, Church Halls and
Community groups - send
in your event and we will
publish it free in our paper
- the email address is -
thisweek@kleeradio.com

Happy New Year

HALL AVAILABLE FOR RENT
- The North Sydney Seniors &
Pensoners Club is available for
rent for anniversaries, birthdays,
showers,or funera ls .Cal l
Virginia 902-794-2235

Souls Harbour Rescue Mission

Now Open In Sydney  Mines
848 Main St, Sydney Mines

CLOSED

FOR THE

SEASON
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BRANCH 008 LEGION - SYDNEY MINES

PPHONE (902) 736-3206

TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO - 7:30 PM

NEW HOURS - 1:00 - 12:00 - Monday - Saturday - Closed Sunday

   Every Friday

Evening  9 - 1

NO ADMISSION

JACKPOT - $1900 ON 54#S OR LESS
$25.00 ADDED EACH WEEK TO JACKPOT

736-7777

Shear Madness Hair Designs
Come Check Us Out
Tues. & Wed. 9:00 - 5:00

Thursday 9:00 - 7:00
Friday 9:00 - 5:00

Saturday 900 - 4:00

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

363 MAIN STREET

FLORENCE

T-ZONE VIBRATION AVAILABLE
HANDICAP

ACCESSIBLE

THURSDAYS

KITCHEN OPEN

NORTH SYDNEY

FIRE HALL

PIERCE ST. - NORTH SYDNEY

Ernie, Todd & Wade
Kitchen Open 4:30

Music 5:00 - 8:30

 Last BINGO of the year, December
17th, returning Tuesday, January
7th, 2025. The  Ladies  Auxiliary wish
each and everyone a Happy New
Year

  Come play our Klondike
50/50 Draw. Boxes are
located in various locations all
around the Northside.
   Draw every Thursday.
For tickets call Paul at
902-577-4239.

KIWANIS GOLDEN K
KLONDIKE  50/50

New Deadline for items to
appear in our paper -

MONDAY at 5:00 PM

FREE 2025 CALENDARS, To
Do Lists, Grocery Lists, Gift
Tags available from  website
www.kleeradio.com

BRANCH 008 LEGION -
Sydney Mines is available
for rental for anniversaries,
adult birthday parties,
reunions and weddings -
Phone 902-736-3206.

Community Cares Playgroup
All Parents/Caregivers Welcome

Ages Birth - 6 years
Thursdays 10:00 - 11:30

55 King Street, Sydney Mines
Games, Snacks, Crafts, Songs,
Free Play

 PAUL POWER

   If you're still in the holi-

day spirit but may need to

shake off any 'headache'

you might want to chill by

watching 2 slightly off-kil-

ter festive movies: Since

2004 Krampus has been

working his way into North

American culture as a

counter-balance to Santa

Claus. The legend of

Krampus predates Chris-

tianity, and in Europe he's

represented as a half-goat/

half-demon creature who

punished bad children at

Christmas. In Germany

and Austria it’s believed

that pagan and Christian

elements were combined,

and that Krampus was

comparable to the Chris-

tian devil. 2015’s

'Krampus' is a good movie

that features actors Toni

Collette, Adam Scott and

David Koechner, with

Emjay Anthony as the

young boy who turned his

back on Christmas (thanks

to his dysfunctional family)

thereby conjuring up

Krampus, who punishes

the non-believers. Loved

holiday icons take on an

evil life of their own-at-

tacking the household

and forcing the extended

family to join forces and

fight if they want to

survive. The Krampus

make-up here is amazing.

The other nasty yuletide

eye-treat is 2015’s 'A

Christmas Horror

Story' that has William

Shatner playing radio

host “Dangerous Dan”

doing his Christmas Eve

show, while getting

plastred in the process.

The movie is actually an

anthology of stories, with

Santa Claus fighting off

zombies, a group of teen-

agers investigating a

haunted site of a murder,

a married couple’s son

who gets replaced by a
‘changeling’ and a greedy
family who has an
encounter with our old
friend Krampus (great
make-up job on this beast
too). So if you need to
chill and watch some-
thing that's a guilty plea-
sure, shaking off the 'slay
bells'-pour yourself a
glass of eggnogg and cosy
up on the couch. These
movies are almost as
scary as January’s Visa
bills!
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KENNY WALSH
AN- DREW

DOYLE

SUNDAY BINGO
Sydney Mines Seniors &

Pensioners Club -  Fraser
Avenue, Sydney Mines

on 53#s or less

TOONIE $1,444.00 +

MONDAY FUN NIGHT - 7 PM

45S CARD GAME

NEW YEARS TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
BACKROADS & PAUL WOODFINE

Stephen Ashford
& Wired For Sound

WEDNESDAYS - 7:30 PM

JACKPOT $800.00

SATURDAY DANCE

   Cape Breton has embraced Social Media but we
have some distinct additions to the abbreviations.
WYFN - What’s Yer Fodders Name?
AOTK - Arse Over Tea Kettle
BTSU - Bet The Snot Udda
BITO - Bun  In The Oven
CAABOH - Crazy As A Bag Of Hammers
CHOHW - Come Hell Or High Water
DAAN - Dead As A Nit
FOB - Frig Off Bye!
PYFO - Puck Your Face Off
TMB - Tanks Ma Bye
USC - Up Shit Creek
WHF - What’s His Face
TWKAC - The Whole Kit And Caboodle
CBNC - Close But No Cigar
SSTTW - Six Sheets To The Wind
TAG - Take A Gander
DACHL - Does A Chicken Have Lips?
LTYM - Lovely Tell Your Mother
GUMF - Get Udda My Face

CAPE BRETON SOCIAL MEDIA

HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY  - My nine-year-old
son, Gabriel, had heard some rumours at school that Santa
wasn’t real. He approached me with a big question: “Dad, tell
me the truth. Is Santa real?”I  decided to tell him it was us who
had bought his latest Nintendo Wii game.  “Really?” he said.
“You should have let Santa bring it. That way, it would have
been free.”
A CHILD’S RETORT - Some of my favourite childhood
memories involve our family’s annual trips to the local Christ-
mas tree farm. Although we have an artificial tree at our house,
my children are still able to partake in the tradition by accom-
panying my parents when they cut down their tree.
When I announced we would be helping them pick a tree the
following weekend, I expected Ethan, my six-year old, to be
excited about the outing. Instead, he furrowed his brow,
puzzled, and asked, “What did they do with the one we got
them last year?”
STOCKING STUFFERS - One Christmas my husband put
an assortment of beauty products in my stocking. I tried one of
the facial masks, and was about to wash it off when my eight-
year-old son, Callum, walked in. I explained to him that it was
a present from his dad and it would make me beautiful.
He patiently waited by my side as I rinsed and patted my face
dry.“W ell, what do you think?” I asked.
“Oh, Mom, it didn’t work!” Callum replied.

SOME FUNNY CHRISTMAS STORIES MISHEARD LYRICS - When my niece was a student, her
class of six-year-olds sang “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” at
a Christmas concert. The line “God and sinners reconciled”
was a tricky one for this age group.
One little boy, with a voice that completely drowned out the
rest of the choir, happily belted out, “God and sinners dressed
in style!”
REINDEER'S STORY AT CHRISTMAS - According to
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while both male
and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each year,
male reindeer drop their antlers at the beginning of winter
Female reindeer retain their antlers till after they give birth in
the spring.
    Therefore, according to EVERY historical rendition depict-
ing Santa's reindeer, EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph
to Blitzen, had to be a girl.
   We should have known... ONLY women would be able to
drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all around the world in one
night and not get lost.

8:00 - 12:00
$5.00 At Door

2:00 PM

SUNDAY
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NORTH SYDNEY LIBRARY

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

SYDNEY MINES LIBRARY

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
BINGO every Friday night
7:00 pm at the Parish Hall,
Main Street, Sydney Mines

Celebrating our 15th year
broadcasting the Best in Cape
Breton and Celtic Music from
Beautiful Cape Breton Island -
24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A
Week.

DEC. 31 - Closing at 12:30

JANUARY 1 - CLOSED

All programming will begin in

the new year, watch this

column for details.
HAPPY NEW YEAR

All Programs will start again in
the New Year.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

DEC. 31 - Closing at 12:30
JANUARY 1 - CLOSED
All programming will begin in

the new year, watch this

column for details.

FREE 2025 CALENDARS

WEEKLY PLANNERS AND

CHRISTMAS MUSIC
   Logon to our website to get
free items to print for the new
year.
   We have a 12 month 2025
calendar and a 2025 calendar
with all 12 months on one page.
   In additon we have Christmas
Music Podcasts and Free
Weekly Planners to get 2025
off to a great start.Logon to -
www.kleeradio.com and click
on the DOWNLOADS PAGE.

   If you’re a Traditional Country singer/songwriter/group
that promotes Pure Country and are seeking to get some
airplay on your songs, whether it’s an original or cover,
look no further than Phantom Country on K-LEE Radio.
   As you know, it is very hard to get country music aired
on stations these days. There are only a limited number
of these stations out there actually playing Pure Country
such as satellite radio and some internet radio.
    But the fact of the matter is, most Towered radio statons
that call themselves Country, are actually playing adult
contemporary and pop style music.
   If you would like airplay on your songs,  send your MP3s
to - Phantom_country@hotmail.com and keep support-
ing Pure Country Music. Phantom Country is brought to
you weekly courtesy of K-LEE Radio.The program
streams on Sundays at 6:00 pm. and is sponsored in part
by Sydney Tools & Rentals.
Your Host - Kenny Walsh, Singer/Songwriter/Musi-
cian former TMG Recording Artist

PURE COUNTRY FREE AIRPLAY ONLINE

A Daily Crossword Online Puzzle

available at  - www.kleeradio.com
click on FEATURES link

YOUR FREE SODUKO WEEKLY PUZZLE

THE BEST OF CAPE
BRETON MUSIC &

CELTIC MUSIC

PHANTOM COUNTRY
CLASSIC COUNTRY

with host
KENNY WALSH

Sundays at  6:00 pm

www.kleeradio.com

   NEW DEADLINE - Due
to a change in Printing
Schedules, our deadline is
now MONDAY at 5:00 PM
for Wednesday’s paper

K-LEE RADIO
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AROUND THE TOWN

NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY

NEWS EVENTS

GLEN GRAY - EDITOR

   Each year we would go to the country for summer
vacation. We would gather up various “critters” like
frogs, pollywogs, bees and assorted bugs and a snake
thrown in for good measure. One summer I captured
a chipmunk and over the course of the summer, I was
able to tame it. It would run up my leg and sit up and
beg for peanuts.
   I never tired of this. But when the time came to go
back home, my mother laid the law down and said the
chipmunk would have to go. I was broken hearted and
so I came up wth the idea of hiding the chipmunk in
my old kitbag and smuggle him home.
   I wasn’t sure what I was going to do when we got
home, but when I let Stumpy out, he skirted away to
the trees in our neighbour’s yard. I thought he was gone
but just around dark, he appeared on the ledge of my
bedroom window and I let him in for the night. This
was a great solution to my problem. Stumpy would go
out each day as I was getting ready for school and
return in the evening.
   This went on for about two months. I decided that
Stumpy was a great pet and started to show him
around to the kids in the neighbourhood. One Sunday
I carried him to church but I  let him out near the band
of trees and figured he would follow me home after
church.
   Mrs. Oakley was the church choir director and played
the big pump organ as well. Things were going along
fine until the time came to take up the collection. Just
as Mrs. Oakley started in on a hymn, Stumpy decided
to make his appearance. He ran along the ledge from
the window and dropped down on Mrs. Oakley’s lap.
Stumpy did not have any fear of human beings but the
same could not be said for Mrs. Oakley.
   She let out a scream that would pierce a steel door.
The ushers chased the chipmunk knocking over sev-
eral items on the altar, the priest became flustered and
the congregation were all scattering. Just when I
thought I was in the clear, Stumpy ran up my leg and
stayed on my shoulder wondering what all the excite-
ment was about.
   My mother grounded me for a week but my father
never tired of telling the story over and over again. As
the weather started to get cold, Stumpy stayed away
and he never did return to my window. I only hope he
found a mate and would tell her the story of the scream-
ing church organist.

Stumpy Goes To Church

   There’s a saying
my father used to
use, “It’s all over but
the crying” and I feel
the same way about
this Christmas break
I was able to get out
and visit with family
and friends and the

weather was good for travelling - I enjoyed three turkey
dinners with all the trimmings plus dessert and
turkey is my favorite meal - I guess I’ll have to make a new
year’s resolution to cut back and, speaking of new year’s
resolutions, look on page 3 for some easy  resolutions to
make and keep...... All the new years dances seemed to
go off without a hitch and the “Don’t Drink & Drive”
program made a contribution to the safe new years
celebrations, thank you to all safety minded motorists.....
Don’t forget to take in the New Years Levee taking place
at the Branch 008 Legion on January 5,  there will be a
wine and cheese social hour from 1:00 - 2:00 pm,
speeches will follow from 2:00 - 3:00 pm, a light lunch will
follow the speeches at 3:00 pm, we look forward to you
joining us for the occasion......  and once the new year
gets back to normal, Branch 19 Legion will be holding an
Executive Meeting on January 21st at 7 PM and a
General Meeting will take place on January 22 at 7 PM.....
Bingo will also resume at Banch 008 Legion on January
7th.... the Bras d’Or Seniors hold a 45s card game
every Thursday at 7:30 at their Clubrooms, just opposite
the Blue Mist Lounge..... I mentioned at the top of this
column the wonderful meals I had over the Christmas
Break, but not everybody is so lucky, please remember to
support your local Food Banks as there are many fami-
lies in need on the Northside... we have some funny Christ-
mas stories for you this week from the Cape Breton
Christmas Memories book - “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa
Claus” a true story of one of my young neighbours, “Stumpy
Goes To Church” is an hilarious story about a pet chip-
munk and there are some funny Christmas stories for you
before we leave Christmas behind for another year... on
the back page of this edition, there is a 2025 calendar for
you to cut out and hang up, also go to our website -
www.kleeradio.com - and you can download your own
calendars - Happy New Year to all of you and please drive
carefully during the New Year’s break.
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NORTHSIDE

THIS

WEEK

PUBLISHED

EVERY

WEDNESDAY

www.kleeradio.comBEST OF CAPE BRETON & CELTIC MUSIC

   24 HOURS A DAY - 7 DAYS A WEEK


